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Did "Hidell" receive a 40-inch rifle? If
Oswald used the name "Hidell" in ordering a weapon
from Klein's, did he receive a 40" Italian rifle?
Waldman could have easily cleared this matter up by
testifying, for example, that Klein's had run out of
36-inch rifles and had substituted a 40-inch. That this
length discrepancy was avoided during his testimony
and a false ad placed in the Warren Commission's
exhibits to back up the 40" rifle reportedly discovered
in the Depository establishes this discrepancy as an
important matter.

Assume a 36-inch rifle was received by
"Hidell" (my 36-inch Mannlicher-Carcano, when
broken down, measures 26 l/2 inches in length). If
Oswald indeed had possession of a 36-inch rifle on November,
then that rifle, broken down and wrapped, would have fit the
description given by the only two witnesses who allegedly saw

Oswald with such a package the morning
of the assassination: Linnie Mae Randle
(41) and by Buell Wesley Frazier.(42)
Randle believed the package Oswald
allegedly carried was no more than 27"
long (43) and that he held it by the end
with just a little bit "sticking up";
according to Randle, the package did not
touch the ground.(44)  Buell Wesley
Frazier, who drove Oswald to work on
November 22nd, stated the brown paper
bag that was shown to him by
Commission counsel was longer than the
package he said he observed Oswald
carrying with him as they both walked

toward the Depository. (45)
Frazier also testified that Oswald carried the package

"cupped in his right hand" with the other end tucked up under his

Figure 9 Field & Stream ads for '62
were checked from Jan. until Dec.-
issues Sept. and Oct.'62 were for 36"
rifle (no 40" mentioned). Ads for '63
were also checked. The rifle in
question was not advertised until
Sept.; Oct.; Nov.'63 (which was the
Holmes Ex.) These were ads for a 40”
rifle.

Figure 8 FBI search report listing backyard photos and
two magazine ads from Kleins.

Figure 10 American Rifleman-Klein ads for Oct., Nov., and Dec. '62
indicate ads for a 36" rifle--no 40" ads were found until Apr.'63 for
a 40"--remember “Hidell” ordered his rifle from the Feb.'63 issue.
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armpit.(46) Commission counsel Ball made a great effort to get
Frazier and Randle to agree to a longer package, but they did not
change their testimony.(47)  Clearly a convincing case can be
made for "Hidell" receiving a 36-inch weapon and for Oswald
possessing a 36-inch weapon, if only because of the amount of
clever manipulation of evidence to support a 40-inch rifle in
Oswald's possession.

Could "Hidell" have received a 36-inch weapon? Could,
in fact, Oswald have possessed a 36-inch rifle?
Paul Hoch has informed me that at least two Klein ordering
coupons Dept. No222 and Dept No.425 supposedly found in the
Paine garage are in the FBI files at the National Archives. Mr. 
Hoch  traced both coupons and found that #222  was from Sports
Afield, August 1962 and #425
from American Rifleman June 1963 issue.             
An FBI document dated 12/3/63 indicated Dallas Police Captain
J. W. Fritz turned over to the FBI "Two magazine ads of
"Klein's Sporting Goods..." initialed by Rose and Stovall
reportedly found in a box at the Paine garage (CD 7  388).

Note that these so-called "ads" are not the same as those
given in Curry's book or in Rusty Livingston's evidence, and
they are not, in fact, "ads" but ordering coupons for Klein's
Sporting Goods, department numbers 222 and 425 (CD 578  2).

Seven magazines were taken from the Alba Garage on
November 23rd by New Orleans FBI agents and forwarded to FBI
Laboratory (CD 75  455-456). The magazines were sent in an
attempt to discover latent fingerprints of Oswald. The FBI
Laboratory was also requested to compare the portion of
American        Rifleman   , June, l963, page 59, where an order blank
had been torn from an advertisement of Klein's (CD 7  204).
Following the examination, the FBI reported that one latent
fingerprint had been developed on page 37 of the June, 1963,
issue of     American        Rifleman   : the right thumb impression of Lee
Harvey Oswald (CD 75  456). No reference was made to made to
the torn-out portion.

Paul Hoch discovered that the FBI apparently never
connected the ads and the coupons. He found the Klein's
department 425 ordering coupon allegedly found in Oswald's
possessions matched perfectly with the missing order blank in
the     American        Rifleman    issue of June, l963. Hoch notified the
National Archives; the Archives confirmed the match and placed

a note in its (Memo Paul Hoch, 4/2/70; see also FBI D-85 and
FBI D-l5 from Alba's garage) PLH 3/l7/83.

If Oswald had lived and stood trial, I believe that an
effective defense would have centered on the backyard photos in
which the rifle apparently is 40 inches long. With persuasive
circumstantial evidence of the delivery of a 36-inch weapon,
Oswald's own argument for the alteration of the photos in order

to frame him would have been strong.
In summary, Klein's rifle lengths cannot be established

with certainty, although the Klein's advertisements prior to
February, l963, do illustrate a 36-inch weapon. But why would a
company the size of Klein's deceive its many customers with a
false ad for a 36-inch weapon when the company only had a 40-
inch weapon available? Someone was apparently "arranging"
rifle information to implicate Lee Harvey Oswald in the
assassination of President John F. Kennedy.

The "rifle" problem is  st i l l  al ive.
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Figure 11 36" Mannlicher Carcanno Rocca 40 mfg. 26 3/4" broken down.
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Figure 12 Paul Hoch's connected ads.




